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Germany to reorganise the Portuguese army. With the
arrival of these succours a check was given to the pro-
gress of the invaders,, and the season closed without
Spain having gained any material advantage from her
wanton aggression, while both in the East and West
Indies she had to pay dearly for her rashness and dupli-
city.

When war with Spain was seen to be inevitable, the
English Government began to make preparations for an
attack on Havanna, and early in March an
a*ainsttIOn expedition sailed from Portsmouth under the
Havanna. command of Admiral Sir George Pocock. A
large English force was already in the Caribbean Sea
operating against the French West Indian islands.'
Capture of Martinique, the chief of them, was taken in
Martinique. February, and its fall being followed by the
surrender in quick succession of the lesser French islands,
the greater part of the ships and troops engaged in their
conquest joined Pocock on his arrival in the West Indies.

Great judgment was shown in selecting Havanna
as the point of attack, for, being the mart into which all
the merchandise of Spanish America was poured, and
whence the galleona and flota sailed on their homeward
voyage, its capture would greatly intercept the
Havanna. resources of Spain, and facilitate the conquest
of her other American possessions. But in proportion to
the value of the prize was the difficulty of gaining it.
The climate was very deadly to Europeans, especially at
the season of the year to which the attempt had been
postponed by the reluctance of the English Government
to declare war the autumn before. The town itself was
well fortified, and its harbour, a magnificent basin capable
of holding i ^ooo of the largest ships of those days, was
approached by a narrow channel half a mile in length,
guarded by two strong forts3 the Moro and the Puntal.